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Wetherby  Choral Society heralds the Easter season with a performance of one of the 
most monumental and moving works in the choral repertoire.

Bach – St John Passion
Saturday 13th April 2019, 7.30pm

St James’ Parish Church , Wetherby.

Bach used two accounts from the Gospels of the last days of Jesus as the bases of his 
two great Passions.  The “St Matthew Passion” is the bigger and more elaborate and 
has tended to overshadow the ‘St John’ which was composed five years earlier in 
1724, and given its first performance, appropriately, on Good Friday of that year.  
The composer Robert Schumann, however, thinks, interestingly, that the St John 
Passion is altogether the “more daring, forceful and poetic” work. 

Musical Director John Dunford expertly steers his choir through this wonderfully 
challenging work, for the singers have to adopt two quite separate roles.  In the great 
hymn-like Chorales which Bach intersperses amongst the action, the singers act as 
commentators both on Jesus’ fate and also on the human condition of suffering and 
redemption through Him.  These broad melodies, require powerful sustained singing, 
both compassionate and dispassionate in tone. 

The Choruses, on the other hand, are a very different matter.  Here the choir members
are actors, the rabid mob!  On the one hand, on the hunt, demanding, spitting with 
anger or mocking.  On the other, self-righteous and fawning.  And, of course, 
howling for blood,  “Crucify, Crucify..!”    It is Bach’s superlative genius that allows 
him to resolve these two roles, the contemplative expressiveness of the former and 
the emotional immediacy of the latter, in the final, immensely moving, chorus. 

Soloists:  Lottie Greenhow (Soprano), Claire Filer (Alto).
                Robert Johnston, ‘Evangelist’ (Tenor),  Harry Bagnell (Tenor), 
                John Savournin,  ‘Christus’ (Bass)        
  Orchestra: The Wetherby Pro Musica.
  Musical Director: John Dunford.

Tickets £16.00, (18s and under, free) from the Ticket Officer, 07860 454894.          
Any chorus member,  “Nicolla”, Florist, 1, Bank Street, Wetherby,  or on the door on 
the night. 


